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SUBJECT: Daclagsification | 


i, Fxom the yazrochial perspoctive of an intellig 


“a 


23-2 
FR0008001 20023-2 


ence offices, 


the major problam inherent in declassification velates to the risk o 


Conpremising operational Gources aad methods, A Yepost geveval | 
Years old whoge substantive Contant is no longexs politically delicate, 


“oz example, could aonstheless compromise a still producing 


ian he was when he provided the repoxt in gucastion, 


. SONCG sarvics needg (wad Girives) to protect ave the techuiques it 


employs ii going about ics business and the human assets, oa 
sovelen mationals, it uses ox hag used in the past. 3 


YO7R an 


soures 
wo, lideed, xaight new ba even bettie ox more Strategically placed 


What an inte} 


lie 


whMice rls standpoint, thevefore, a document'g Sensitivity ig a divect 


-action of the extent to which that document could compyomi 


as zmethoda if i} woxe to fall into Unauthorized handg 
Wabiic domain, 


2. Whea we addveas the 
he 


i 
coutwibution to major policy de 
Ccakiag about at least three gop 


asue of declassifying ‘ 
of 
axete types of docurnc 


(a} Finished intelligence, This appears in 


Ox pass 


he intellivence 


isions ox histoxical events, we ave 


are 


purer is 


the forxn of 


. National Intelligence Eatimatas of @pecial memoranda, drawn 
‘ivom all Sources, xecounting the facts aad asaessing a situatio 


ta most Cages, declassification ef such documen 


ts would not 


Me 


jeopardize sources and xnotheds, since the sources of the factg 
and assesarmeats axe usually not stated or axe obscured go that 


they are not apt to be disclosed by declassificath 


document, The docuracnis may Occasionally ref 


be edited out OF gencvalized go that the oviginal 
~ 


Peotected, This would Pequive of course careful 
GUch material prio to doclassification with this thought in mind 


on of the 


ex to the ovisinal 
gouxce of material contained therein, “but auch veforonces could 


6OUrCo vermain 


(b) Disseminated inteNivrenca, Sore disseminated 
intelligence, such as technical or communications intollipenes, ” 
Pa? taflocta kta ovlglas dy very upacif{ie texvay wo that dochayagilbe 


te te hy \ 
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Gouxce, in other cases, such ag clandesti ineiy eles 
antelligence, generalined source descriptions ave used iu 

the disageminations, so that the emact identity of the sourca 
“ermding concealed. In all the a0 categories, the paasage ef 
time may to some extent alleviate the damage caused by a 
disclosure of the a ourea, o.g., the tact that wa weve reading *. 
vapandge codes duxlng World Wag If ig ha rdly a seasitive = 
Mater any more, On the othar wand, with wesnect to some 
of thane SORE ECs the passage of time yaay not xelieve tha 
BRaStINiEy ox the rnatier, particular ‘ly om material provided 
tous by a fviendiy fox folgn intelligence gervice ei axoeCcts 
ua to keop theiz wclationship with us a Permanent gecvet, Thus 
in the categax ty of digparainat cod intelilgenace, a consider fably 
“eentar job of editing might be wecessary to separate 4 


waleh cauld ba declanpitied £ irom those which should ac 
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(c) f peace Operational Traffic. These is a 
‘ deal of this Sere which ia almost all cases ah oad niet and 

can not he declassified without a highly inapprop 

ue iatelligence ugar aad methods, The mater 
requenily written with special code names which may be 

valu iable in the pene ‘@, dioo the methodology vaveal may 

uhow things about cur sexvice which could be of advantare to 
. ax walvlondiy power, The true names of our agents nae he 
procisa techniques o of our operations should ia uo event be 
disclosed even after w many yoaws, 
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3, Cutting acrosa the Gpocific problems of decias sifying inteliie 
Goneo material ie tha way our government does business in deren 
times. Thanks to the enar mous lmprovernents in communication 
technology, the govevament utilises a a flood of separate PAPO sy: and 
documents’ in tha course of doing ita Bueiness: In ordes to saa 

those Manageable at the key decision levels, these raw docum ane 
raust be collated, summarized and ee in the form of ovex-all 

cports. This of course ig what happens vaw intelligence material 
tavough the National Intelligence atlmares and similar documents, 
Decision-making oa majoxy national events is almost tilways basad oa 
the wetined pvoduct vathex than the raw. Ai noted above, the vofined 
pwoduct eat condidavably fowuy pyobleaua of doclasolfication thay 


dacislou— wtiakiag, odited versiona tight bo provided, 
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4. Anothex factor to ba consideved is the aril ate natuso 
of most such major events today. ZHad nO single department or 
geacy could give an ovoreall view ofa ets national event on the 
wagis only of raaterial available to it, The Pentagou Papers display 


taig weaknoss, 


5. «A possible solution to the problem raight He in centwaliuiag ° 
tne production of official histovies of salected majo events. Aa 
nigtexian might be added tothe White House staff ox the Avchivist of 

tae United States might bo as signed thig responsibility, Thio officey 
cauid Gexve aa a point of coordination and tanking of the vavlous 
“eparements and agencies to contribute to a national account of a major 
wvent, Department ov agency contributions could thus be consoridatad 
site a glagle over-all account, Pror the point of view of the intelliganca 
cormmounity, this would permit summarization of material con gidexwud | 
aignificant to the evant to protect intelligence sourcas and met thoag, 
wather than declassifying vaw roaterial, tt would also mut the focus _ 
od the account on the key documents actually woed at the national lovel - 
vathes than oc ae the impyvactical aixa of declassifying all vay 
wiateriai, Lastly, it would provide aa over-all contexé ta which , 


sadividual vaw documents would find a pe sopee place, rather than Y 


eauging sensational xalaunde retanding, if and-when they came to 
pusiic notice, 


& Such studies would aot satisfy the histevy puxisis, of course 
wut they could yoet the legitimate aceds of the genewal public, ~~. 
Critieisra could ba made that an adininistration was writing ite owa 
nistovias. The proof of this pudding would be in the cating, ie. 
whethes the seaulting studies were tx “aly objective, The Pentago 
apexes have not been subjected to this accusation now are the Povelsa 
“edatioua gexiec produced by the Dopastzcat of Siate ow the stud! 
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